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DISTANT GAZES
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Beauty; 
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Mazzucco

C
apturing the world’s most beautiful women on 
camera is all in a day’s work for Canadian-born New York-
based photographer and artist Raphael Mazzucco. His 
sexy style has won him clients such as Victoria’s Secret, 
Guess Jeans and Ralph Lauren, and his work has been fea-

tured in international publications including Vogue Paris, Vogue Italia, 
Marie Claire, Playboy, Vanity Fair and the Sports Illustrated swimsuit 
edition. In recent years, this former member of the 1984 Canadian 
Olympic football team has shifted his focus from commercial photog-
raphy to embark on an artistic career, one that has seen him earning 
even more attention from collectors and celebrities. Fans include 
former Vogue Paris editor Carine Roitfeld – who describes Mazzucco 
as “one of my new favourite artists” – and hip-hop moguls Sean Combs 
(also known as P. Diddy) and Russell Simmons.

WITH A FIRM FASHION AND CELEBRITY FANBASE, PHOTOGRAPHER  
AND ARTIST RAPHAEL MAZZUCCO IS SET TO BRING HIS SEDUCTIVE 
WORKS TO THE WORLD STAGE, WRITES DIANA D’ARENBERG

Altered Images

There’s a little bit of the rock star about 
Mazzucco. With jet-black hair and a get-up that 
wouldn’t look out of place at a Rick Owens show, 
Mazzucco bears more than a passing resem-
blance to Nine Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor. But hell-
raiser or tortured artist he’s not. He’s soft-spoken 
and thoughtful as he recounts a life behind the 
lens, straddling the worlds of entertainment, 
fashion, music and art.

 While he was a footballer, he was spotted by 
none other than photography master Richard 
Avedon and asked to step in front of the lens 
for a Calvin Klein campaign. The experience 
excited Mazzucco enough to end his football 
career and embark on a journey with fashion 
photography. “Initially I started off photograph-
ing musicians, and then crossed over from music 

to fashion. I spent five years in Milan, where I 
studied fashion photography. It just felt natural 
to me,” he explains. “I always wanted to be a 
painter when I was young, but felt I didn’t want 
to wake up and be in a studio all alone. I loved 
the energy of having a team. You create pictures 
with a team of creative people, from hair to 
make-up and stylists. It felt collaborative and I 
just love that.” 

Venturing beyond fashion, his 20-year career 
has seen him shoot portraits of some of the most 
iconic pop-culture figures of our time, including 
Adrien Brody, Benicio del Toro, Matt Damon, 
Freida Pinto and Rachel Weisz, with each shot 
revealing something intimate of the sitter’s 
personality – perhaps a hint of fragility rarely 
revealed to the public, or a mischievousness 
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